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What is an Emergency?

The definition is not easy...

“A sudden event, such as an accident or 
a natural catastrophe, that causes great 
damage or loss of life”

or....



What is an Emergency?

“A serious disruption of the functioning of 
a community or a society involving 
widespread human, material, economic 
or environmental losses and impacts, 
which exceeds the ability of the affected 
community or society to cope using its 
own resources.”



To some people this was a disaster...



Earthquake ?



Earthquake ?



Wind storms ?



Wind storms ?



Wind storms ?



What are the effects?



Power systems from this...



To this?



Meterorite...



So ?

     What do you think is a 
communications emergency ?



Thank you!



Discussion notes

The introduction slides showed that there are many 
natural causes of disasters. A specific example of a 
tornado in the Venice area on 9th July 2015 was 
discussed. This was an EF3 level storm, very significant 
but G0DUB who was staying nearby reported that there 
seemed to be no local impact. 

Other examples of levels of Earthquake known to cause 
damage ( >M5.0 ), technology failures etc. were 
discussed and how quickly some could affect other 
countries.



Discussion notes

The examples given by countries in the discussion 
showed that they were all well aware and prepared for 
the disasters that could hit their countries. This meant 
that they were not likely to think of some events as 
‘disasters’. A particular example came from Iceland 
which is very used to risks from Volcanoes…

The conclusion of the meeting was that the decision to 
declare an emergency remains with the country 
affected. Other countries should just be aware of 
possible issues but understand that we may not be 
needed.
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