
Dear friends, 

I n this issue, I  w ould lik e to p rovide inf orm ation and c larif y the situation reg arding  the 23 c m  
band, sp ec if ic ally the use of  the 1 296 MHz  seg m ent in 2026 f or c ontests, terrestrial, and EME 
op erations.  

T he trig g er w as the W RC - 23 c onf erenc e, w hose k ey dec isions w ere p rop osals in the 23 c m  
band to inc rease the p rotec tion of  the G alileo RNS S  f rom  interf erenc e f rom  am ateur and 
am ateur satellite servic es.  T he c onf erenc e did not m ak e any c hang es to the p rim ary or 
sec ondary alloc ation status of  the am ateur and am ateur- satellite servic es in the 1 240– 1 300 
MHz  band and rem inds national adm inistrations and am ateur op erators of  the need to p rotec t 
the p rim ary G NS S  users f rom  harm f ul interf erenc e.  A  new  f ootnote in the Radio Reg ulations 
ref ers to I T U - R M. 21 64, w hic h outlines tec hnic al and op erational m easures to p revent 
interf erenc e, p artic ularly to Europ ean G alileo and other G NS S  system s.

T he m ost p ainf ul asp ec ts of  this doc um ent are the p ow er lim itations in the m oonbounc er and 
narrow band op eration seg m ent, w hic h are very restric tive f or f urther develop m ent.  Band 
23c m  is the m ost p op ular f or EME c om m unity.

A lthoug h the f inal EC C  D ec ision( 25) 01  w as not yet k now n at the tim e of  the p relim inary 
m eeting  in P aris, the C 5 g roup  ag reed that, af ter the C EP T  c onf erenc e and the p ublic ation of  
the results, a w ork ing  g roup  w ould be set up  to review  the 23 c m  band p lan.  Barry G 4S JH, 
c hairm an of  S RL C , w as ap p ointed to lead the w ork ing  g roup .  

 I n the f all of  2025, a w ork ing  g roup  c onsisting  of  rep resentatives f rom  A RI , D A RC , S RA L , 
RS G B, and V ERON p rep ared a new  band p lan f or the 23 c m  band.  T his p rop osal w ill be 
subm itted f or ap p roval at G C  2026, w hic h w ill held in V ienna in S ep tem ber 2026.  T he orig inal 
seg m ent 1 296- 1 298 rem ains unc hang ed and a new  seg m ent f or EME and terrestrial 
narrow band traf f ic   below  27 00 Hz  is p rop osed in the seg m ent 1 299. 0- 1 299. 65.

I n c onc lusion, I  w ould lik e to m ak e it  c lear that the c urrent band p lan I A RU  R1  is still valid, 
w ith the 1 296. 0– 1 296. 8 seg m ent alloc ated f or EME and terrestrial narrow band op eration and 
theref ore w e should c ontinue to f ollow  it in 2026.

At the end, I am attaching for discussion the revised 23cm band plan developed by the 

working group, which will be discussed at GC 2026 in Vienna. 
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