






HISTORY OF THE IARU REGION 1
ARDF WORKING GROUP
Chairmen, Vice-Chairmen and Major Milestones
Historical review based on available IARU Region 1 records and supporting archival sources



1. Introduction
The IARU Region 1 Amateur Radio Direction Finding (ARDF) Working Group is a specialised body of IARU Region 1. Its responsibilities include exchanging ARDF information, developing ARDF materials, advising IARU Member Societies, organising IARU ARDF events and championships, supporting sport and technical progress, preparing competition rules, maintaining the international referee system, and cooperating with the corresponding bodies in IARU Regions 2 and 3.
This historical overview records the known leadership of the ARDF Working Group, with particular attention to Chairmen and Vice-Chairmen. It distinguishes between documented appointments, interim or acting responsibilities, and periods where the available public record is not yet sufficiently complete to establish an exact date.
The principal evidence is drawn from IARU Region 1 General Conference reports, ARDF Working Group minutes and IARU Executive Committee records. Where older records are incomplete, contemporary national amateur-radio publications and later historical summaries are used as supporting evidence.
2. The Early Development of the ARDF Working Group
A particularly important early record is the 1984 IARU Region 1 General Conference in Cefalù. Under the agenda item for the election of Working Group chairmen and convenors, Krzysztof Słomczyński, SP5HS, was proposed and elected as ARDF Convenor.
By the 1987 IARU Region 1 General Conference, the terminology had changed in the official list of appointments: SP5HS was listed as Chairman of the ARDF Working Group. Contemporary ARDF records from 1990 likewise identify SP5HS as Chairman.
A later biographical account from the Polish Amateur Radio Union states that an ARDF Working Group was established in IARU Region 1 in 1978 on the initiative of SP5HS, and that he chaired it for approximately 20 years. This is consistent with the later IARU ARDF record describing SP5HS as having served as Chairman for almost 20 years. However, because the earliest primary IARU appointment record has not yet been located, this document does not state 1978 as the formal start of his Chairmanship.
3. Chronological List of Chairmen
	Period
	Name
	Callsign
	Status
	Evidence / note

	1984
	Krzysztof Słomczyński
	SP5HS
	ARDF Convenor
	Elected at the 1984 IARU R1 General Conference in Cefalù.

	By 1987 – Apr. 1998
	Krzysztof Słomczyński
	SP5HS
	Chairman
	Chairman by 1987; later sources describe almost 20 years of service.

	Apr. 1998 – 1999
	Rik Strobbe
	ON7YD
	Interim Chairman
	Confirmed by the IARU R1 EC after SP5HS left the post.

	1999 – 2014
	Rainer Flößer
	DL5NBZ
	Chairman
	Appointed at Lillehammer in 1999; reappointed at later conferences, including 2008.

	2013 – 2014
	Jiří Mareček
	OK2BWN
	Acting Chairman
	Performed Chairman's duties while Rainer Flößer was unable to do so.

	2014 – 4 Sep. 2022
	Jiří Mareček
	OK2BWN
	Chairman
	Appointed for the next three-year period at Varna-Albena 2014; continued thereafter.

	4 Sep. 2022 
2022 - 2023
	—
Dušan Ćeha
	—
YU1EA
	Transition period
Interim Chairman
	IARU R1 EC decision dismissed the Chairman and Vice-Chairman and appointed the Interim Chairman.

	2023 – 2026
	Dušan Ćeha
	YU1EA
	Chairman
	Appointed at the IARU R1 Conference at Zlatibor,Serbia

	2026 – 2029
	Dušan Ćeha
	YU1EA
	Chairman
	Appointed at the IARU R1 Conference at Vienna, Austria


4. Detailed Historical Notes
Krzysztof Słomczyński, SP5HS
SP5HS is the central figure in the early institutional development of IARU Region 1 ARDF. The 1984 General Conference record shows him elected as ARDF Convenor. By 1987 he was formally listed as Chairman of the ARDF Working Group. A 1990 contemporary report also identifies SP5HS as Chairman.
The 1996 Tel Aviv Conference report recommended that SP5HS continue his duties as Chairman for the next three-year term. A later IARU ARDF record described him as having been Chairman for almost 20 years. A Polish Amateur Radio Union biographical source additionally states that the ARDF Working Group was established in 1978 on his initiative and that he chaired it for 20 years. The exact formal starting date of his Chairmanship therefore remains an archival research item.
Rik Strobbe, ON7YD
Following SP5HS's departure because of a professional change, Rik Strobbe was confirmed by the IARU Region 1 Executive Committee in April 1998 as Interim Chairman. The contemporary DARC report states that a new Chairman was to be elected at the 1999 General Conference in Lillehammer.
Rainer Flößer, DL5NBZ
Rainer Flößer succeeded Rik Strobbe in the late 1990s. The IARU Region 1 General Conference record from Cavtat in 2008 contains an explicit appointment: Rainer Flößer, DL5NBZ, was appointed Chairman of the Region 1 ARDF Working Group for the following three-year period. IARU R1 Executive Committee records from 2003 also list him as ARDF Chairman.
At the 2011 General Conference, Rainer Flößer was again elected Chairman. The recorded ballot was 32 votes for Rainer Flößer and 22 votes for Dušan Ćeha.
Jiří Mareček, OK2BWN
Jiří Mareček first performed the duties of Chairman in an acting capacity while Rainer Flößer was unable to continue temporarily. In 2014, the Varna-Albena General Conference formally appointed Jiří Mareček as Chairman for the next three-year period. He remained Chairman until the IARU R1 EC decision effective 4 September 2022.
The 2022 Leadership Transition
The 44th ARDF Working Group Plenary Meeting in Borovets in August 2022 documents the IARU Region 1 EC decision concerning the dismissal of the ARDF WG Chairman and Vice-Chairman, effective 4 September 2022. The same minutes record that the Working Group expressed confidence in the existing Chairman and Vice-Chairman and asked the EC to reconsider its decision.
For historical accuracy, this document records 4 September 2022 as the beginning of the leadership transition and does not assign another regular Chairman to the period before the interim appointment in 2023.
Dušan Ćeha, YU1EA
In 2023, following the leadership transition, Dušan Ćeha, YU1EA, was appointed by the IARU Region 1 Executive Committee as Interim Chairman of the ARDF Working Group. The minutes of the 45th ARDF WG Plenary Meeting in Liberec, 30 August 2023, identify him explicitly as 'Interim IARU R1 ARDF Working Group Chairman'.
From 2023 onward, the official ARDF Working Group minutes identify Dušan Ćeha as the Chair of the IARU R1 ARDF Working Group. The 46th Plenary Meeting in Primorsko on 2 September 2024 was opened by the Chairman, Dušan Ćeha YU1EA, and the 2025 minutes continue the same leadership designation.At the IARU R1 Conference at Zlatibor, Serbia, Dušan Ćeha YU1EA appointed as the Chairman of the IARU R1 WG for the period 2023-2026. At the IARU R1 Conference in Vienna, Dušan Ćeha YU1EA appointed for the following three years. 

5. Vice-Chairmen
	Period
	Name
	Callsign
	Evidence / note

	At least 2005 – 2014
	Jiří Mareček
	OK2BWN
	Documented as Vice-Chairman in ARDF WG records; later became Acting Chairman and then Chairman.

	2014 – 4 Sep. 2022
	Kai Pastor
	DG0YT
	Documented as Vice-Chairman; the 2022 minutes identify DG0YT as the Vice-Chairman.

	2022 – 2023
	—
	—
	Leadership transition;.

	2023 – 2026
	---
	—
	Leadership Transition

	2026 - 2029
	Ivo Jereb 
	 S57AL
	Acting as a Vice Chairman


6. Major Institutional Milestones
	Date / period
	Milestone

	1978 (secondary historical source)
	Establishment of an IARU Region 1 ARDF Working Group is attributed to the initiative of SP5HS.

	1980
	First IARU World ARDF Championship, Cetniewo, Poland.

	1984
	SP5HS elected ARDF Convenor at the Cefalù General Conference.

	1987
	SP5HS listed as Chairman of the ARDF Working Group.

	1993
	IARU Region 1 recommendations include International Class ARDF referee arrangements.

	1996
	Tel Aviv Conference recommends continuation of SP5HS as ARDF WG Chairman.

	1998
	Rik Strobbe ON7YD confirmed by the EC as Interim Chairman.

	1999
	New Chairman elected at Lillehammer; Rainer Flößer begins the next leadership period.

	2008
	Rainer Flößer DL5NBZ explicitly appointed Chairman for another three-year period at Cavtat.

	2011
	Chairman election recorded: Rainer Flößer 32 votes, Dušan Ćeha 22 votes.

	2014
	Jiří Mareček OK2BWN appointed Chairman at Varna-Albena.

	2022-2023
	Dušan Ćeha YU1EA appointed by IARU R1 EC as Interim Chairman.

	2023–2026
	Dušan Ćeha YU1EA appointed Chairman for another three-year period at Zlatibor, Serbia.

	2026 - 2029
	Dušan Ćeha YU1EA appointed Chairman for another three-year period at Vienna, Austria.


8. Archival Research Notes
This edition is intended as a reliable working history rather than a claim that every historical appointment has already been recovered. The most important remaining research task is the period before and around the creation of the formal ARDF Working Group structure, especially 1978–1984, and the complete list of early Vice-Chairmen.
Where a precise start date has not been established from a primary source, the document uses formulations such as 'by 1987' or 'at least 2005'. This avoids converting later recollections or secondary sources into unsupported exact dates.
The document should be updated if additional original IARU Region 1 conference reports, Executive Committee minutes, ARDF Working Group minutes, or national-society archival records are located.
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